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Dar friend!

Greetings from Georgia — a small country between the Caucasus Mountains and the Black
Sea, where a deep history, a painful journey, and an unyielding desire for freedom still pulse
in people’s hearts.

I was born in independent Georgia — a country that, in 1991, after generations of struggle,
broke free from old empires and began walking its own path. However, what we call
independence does not necessarily mean that freedom has already been achieved. On the



contrary — independence was just the beginning of a long, complex, and often difficult road
toward true freedom.

In our society, independence and freedom are often seen as one and the same. But to me,
they are two very different concepts. Independence is a political status — the legal
sovereignty of a state. Freedom, however, is an internal condition — the ability of a person to
think, choose, and live freely.

As a young citizen, I experience this distinction in everyday life. A state may be
independent, but people may still lack the freedom to express their opinions, to be different,
to make choices without stigma or pressure.

Georgia’s road to independence has been painful and challenging. For centuries, our
country was repeatedly occupied — first by Mongols, then Persians, Ottomans, and finally by
the Russian Empire. In the 20th century, in 1918, Georgia declared independence for a brief
moment, but that lasted only three years. The Soviet occupation abruptly ended our country’s
development prospects.

After the collapse of the Soviet Union in 1991, Georgia once again declared independence.
But the path was filled with bloodshed, unrest, and civil conflict. The 1990s were a time of
extreme poverty, energy crises, chaos, and deep disappointment. Back then, independence did
not mean stability.

Still, independence gave us the chance to build a state the way we envisioned. Yet, that
chance came hand in hand with great trials — wars in Abkhazia and South Ossetia, thousands
of internally displaced people, and broken families.

Over the years, Georgia gradually began to emerge from the crisis. Reforms announced a
new era — the judiciary became more independent, the education system started to change,
infrastructure improved, and we began to set our sights on Euro-Atlantic integration.

Despite these achievements, I often find myself asking: are we truly free? Do we live in a
society where everyone has equal opportunities, where expressing one’s opinion is safe,
where young people have real chances to grow?

Georgian society still struggles to fully embrace diverse ideas. We often lack tolerance and
are quick to judge those who think differently, live differently, or adopt unfamiliar
experiences.

Freedom requires critical thinking. It requires us to understand that there are more views
than just our own, and that difference is not something to fear — it’s essential for progress.

I believe that freedom is not just about having democratic institutions. It’s about culture —
a culture of relationships, education, public discourse, and media. And this culture is still in
the making.

Georgia as always declared itself to be European, and in truth — both culturally and
historically — we do belong to European civilization. But Europe is not just a geographical
location. Europe represents values — human rights, rule of law, equality, pluralism,
education, and freedom.



These values have not yet fully taken root in Georgian society. It is still difficult for many to
grasp the meaning of tolerance, gender equality, critical media, labor rights, and equal access
to education.

For us, Europe is a crossroads: we can either claim we are European simply by heritage, or
we can try to earn that title through our everyday actions.

I do not remember the Soviet Union. I never saw the “Iron Curtain” or lived through state
censorship. I was raised in the era of the internet, social media, and digital technologies. And
yet, I still feel invisible barriers that limit thought — for example, when young people’s
voices are ignored, when access to education depends on geography or family income, or
when someone who thinks differently is labeled and isolated.

I believe freedom starts with education. And education is not just knowledge — it is
immunity against manipulation, blind obedience to power, and group pressure.

Independence is not a gift — it is a responsibility. And freedom — it is not a fixed state,
but a daily struggle. A struggle within ourselves, in our families, schools, and broader
society.

We, the youth, are the generation that may finally fulfill the promise of independence. We
can create a society where people are not divided into “us” and “them,” but live together, in
solidarity, based on shared values.

My dear European friend, I want you to know that we are fighting not only for
independence but also for freedom. Not just for a place on the map, but for a change in

consciousness. This struggle is still ongoing.

I believe that someday soon, we will be part of a Europe that is more than just a union of
states — a true community of shared ideals.

Thank you for listening.
Your friend from Georgia Ioane Adamia
See you next time!

20.05.25



